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Ellen O’Brien
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Silman Project #:
cc:

Peabody School
W3835
Vassil Draganov

On October 27, 2020 Ellen O’Brien of Silman visited Peabody Elementary School on 425 C St
NW, Washington, DC to observe the attachment of the hanging ceiling to the base structure
on the 2nd floor. This visit was a follow up to previous site visits made after the collapse of
the 3rd floor ceiling, which was documented in a field report dated 10/1/2020.
At the time of the visit, wood shoring had been installed on the first and second floor and
two openings had been made in 2nd floor ceiling for observations. The approximate
locations of the openings are shown in blue below.

Figure 1. Area of ceiling openings

Similarly to the 3rd floor, the 2nd floor ceiling is a composed of plaster and metal lath and is
supported on a metal grid. Wire hangers attach the grid back to the structural floor system.
Dissimilar to the 3rd floor, which was composed of wood joists, the second floor is composed
of brick arches spanning between steel beams. The wire hangers supported the 2nd floor
ceiling run through openings in the brick arches and are attached to pieces of metal
embedded into the brick.
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Figure 2. 2nd Floor Ceiling

Figure 3. Wire hanger
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Where the hangers are located near the steel beams, they are supported by clips attached
to the upper flange of the beam (Figure 4). Additional support is also provided at the
interface of the wall and the ceiling where the metal grid has been pocketed into the plaster
wall (Figure 5).

Figure 4. Beam support of hanger

Figure 5. Ceiling and wall

Based on the observations made of the ceiling and the fact that shoring is currently in place,
Silman no longer recommends that access be restricted as noted in the prior report.
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