From: DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS donotreply@dc.gov
Subject: RE: Important Update: Proof of Negative COVID-19 Test Required for School
Date: December 30, 2021 at 12:01 PM
t

Following up briefly on yesterday's announcement:
1. Join DCPS today, December 30, at 4:00 pm for a community town hall.
Learn more about the requirement to provide proof of a negative COVID-19 test before return to school next week. You can RSVP at bit.ly/dcpsreturn2022.

2. Corrected calendar for COVID-19 vaccination clinics at schools in January

December 29, 2021
Dear DCPS Families,

The health, safety, and well-being of our school community remain our highest priorities. To support a safe reopening of our schools, all
students and staff will be required to provide proof of a negative COVID-19 test before returning to school on Wednesday, January 5.

Students who have not provided proof of a negative test result will not be permitted to attend school until they provide proof of a
negative test result. Tests must be administered within 24 hours of returning to school.

Here are the four steps every family must take to start the 2022 school year strong on January 5:

1. Pick up a COVID-19 rapid antigen test. These tests will be available at every DCPS school on Monday, January 3 from 1:00 to 4:00

p.m., or Tuesday, January 4 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. COVID-19 rapid antigen tests are also available at Test Yourself Express
pickup sites around the city at coronavirus.dc.gov/testing.
2. On Tuesday, January 4, take the easy-to-use, at-home test by following the instructions provided in your kit. Students must

have tested within 24 hours of their planned return to school. Families may choose to utilize their own antigen or PCR testing option,
but tests administered before January 4 will not be accepted.
3. Upload your test results. Provide proof of your COVID-19 negative test result to dcps.dc.gov/safereturn by Tuesday, January 4 at

4:00 p.m.
4. Continue to monitor your student for any symptoms of COVID-19. If they are showing any symptoms, students should stay home.

Should a student be unvaccinated and identified as a close contact to an individual who tested positive for COVID-19, they should also
stay home regardless of their test result.

If your student tests positive, please reach out to your school’s main office so that their absence can be noted accordingly. Please follow all
isolation guidance from DC Health and your child’s healthcare provider. Report your test results from any over the counter COVID-19 test to
www.coronavirus.dc.gov/overthecounter.

Each COVID-19 Rapid Antigen Test kit includes two COVID-19 tests. Families are encouraged to administer the second test 36 hours after the
first test. Only one negative test result is required to return to school on Wednesday, January 5.

We expect that schools and classrooms will need to transition to situational virtual learning throughout the semester, especially in the coming
weeks. Our goal is to be flexible, responsive, and guided by our students’ needs. If we do need to move a school to situational virtual learning,
we will notify you as soon as possible.

we will notify you as soon as possible.

We understand that adjusting the return to school after winter break and requiring all families to test their students before coming back to
school adds additional complications to the beginning of the calendar year. We made this decision following consultation with DC Health and in
alignment with CDC guidance around keeping schools open. As the school year continues, and as we have throughout the pandemic, we will
continuously review and strengthen our protocols as needed and in accordance with health guidance.

Included below are some frequently asked questions on the testing. Also below, please find information on special DCPS meal sites for
January 3 and January 4 and information on where to get vaccinated in January.

Lewis D. Ferebee, Ed.D.
Chancellor

Frequently Asked Questions
Explore more online at https://dcpsreopenstrong.com/safereturn/#faq.
What do I do if my child’s results are positive?
Please call your school office to notify them of a positive test result so that your school knows your child will not be present while they
quarantine. Additionally, all DC residents should report any over-the-counter test results to coronavirus.dc.gov/overthecounter.
Students who test positive must isolate for a minimum of ten (10) days from the onset of symptoms or their positive test result if
asymptomatic. They cannot report for in-person activities and should remain at home during this time. This includes students who are
fully vaccinated against COVID-19. On day 11, students may return to in-person activities if it has been at last been at least 24 hours
after the fever has resolved without the use of fever-reducing medication (e.g., Motrin, Tylenol) and other symptoms have improved;
AND at least ten days after symptoms first appeared, whichever is later.
Any student who is asymptomatic and tests positive must isolate for a minimum of ten (10) days from the date they took the test. They
cannot report for in-person activities and should remain at home during this time. This includes students who are fully vaccinated
against COVID-19. On day 11, students may return to in-person activities.
What happens if a student comes to school without a negative test result or proof of a negative test?
Students who have not tested or uploaded results will not be allowed to enter the school and will be provided a COVID-19 At-Home
Rapid Antigen Test kit. Parents or guardians must test their child(ren) and upload results to the dcps.dc.gov/safereturn website.
Students will be permitted to enter the school when the negative result has been uploaded and displayed.
If my student previously tested positive for COVID-19, are they still required to take a rapid antigen test?
All students are staff should be tested irrespective of vaccine status and past infections.
What if a student has opted out of asymptomatic testing at school, will they still be required to take the COVID-19 At-Home
Rapid Antigen Test or other COVID-19 test in January?
Yes. Unless a student has a doctor’s note indicating they cannot take any COVID tests, they must show a negative COVID-19 result to
enter school in January.

Meal Services Available on January 3 and 4

Get Vaccinated and Boosted as Family this January

